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Meg went back to toast her feet and read 
"Ivanhoe"; and Jo began to dig paths with great 
energy. The snow was light, and with her broom she 
soon swept a path all round the garden, for Beth to 
walk in when the sun came out and the invalid dolls 
needed air. Now, the garden separated the Marches’ 
house from that of Mr. Laurence. Both stood in a 
suburb of the city, which was still countrylike, with 
groves and lawns, large gardens, and quiet streets. A 
low hedge parted the two estates. On one side was 
an old, brown house, looking rather bare and shabby, 
robbed of the vines that in summer covered its walls 
and the flowers, which then surrounded it. On the 
other side was a stately stone mansion, plainly 
betokening every sort of comfort and luxury, from the 
big coach house and well-kept grounds to the 
conservatory and the glimpses of lovely things one 
caught between the rich curtains. Yet it seemed a 
lonely, lifeless sort of house, for no children frolicked 
on the lawn, no motherly face ever smiled at the 
windows, and few people went in and out, except the 
old gentleman and his grandson. 

To Jo’s lively fancy, this fine house seemed a kind 
of enchanted palace, full of splendors and delights 
which no one enjoyed. She had long wanted to behold 
these hidden glories and to know the Laurence boy, 
who looked as if he would like to be known, if he 
only knew how to begin. Since the party, she had 
been more eager than ever, and had planned many 
ways of making friends with him, but he had not been 
seen lately, and Jo began to think he had gone away, 
when she one day spied a brown face at an upper 
window, looking wistfully down into their garden, 
where Beth and Amy were snow-balling one another. 

“That boy is suffering for society and fun,” she 
said to herself. “His grandpa does not know what’s 
good for him, and keeps him shut up all alone. He 
needs a party of jolly boys to play with, or somebody 
young and lively. I’ve a great mind to go over and 
tell the old gentleman so!” 

wistfully : longingly, sadly 
thinking of the past

Explain: “That boy is 
suffering for society and 
fun”. 

conservatory: glass room 
outside the house used as 
green house too.

invalid dolls : the dolls 
with broken limbs which 
Beth loves. 

betokening : indicating

hidden glories : guess the 
meaning of hidden glories 
in the context.

Ivanhoe : a historical 
novel by Walter Scott
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The idea amused Jo, who liked to do daring things 
and was always scandalizing Meg by her queer 
performances. The plan of “going over” was not 
forgotten. And when the snowy afternoon came, Jo 
resolved to try what could be done. She saw Mr. 
Lawrence drive off, and then sallied out to dig her 
way down to the hedge, where she paused and took 
a survey. All quiet, curtains down at the lower 
windows, servants out of sight, and nothing human 
visible but a curly black head leaning on a thin hand 
at the upper window. 

“There he is,” thought Jo, “Poor boy! All alone 
and sick this dismal day. It’s a shame! I’ll toss up a 
snowball and make him look out, and then say a kind 
word to him.” 

Up went a handful of soft snow, and the head 
turned at once, showing a face which lost its listless 
look in a minute, as the big eyes brightened and the 
mouth began to smile. Jo nodded and laughed, and 
flourished her broom as she called out…

“How do you do? Are you sick?” 

Laurie opened the window, and croaked out as 
hoarsely as a raven…

“Better, thank you. I’ve had a bad cold, and been 
shut up a week.” 

“I’m sorry. What do you amuse yourself with?” 

“Nothing. It’s as dull as tombs up here.” 

“Don’t you read?” 

“Not much. They won’t let me.” 

“Can’t somebody read to you?” 

“Grandpa does sometimes, but my books don’t 
interest him, and I hate to ask Brooke all the time.” 

“Have someone come and see you then.” 

“There isn’t anyone I’d like to see. Boys make 
such a row, and my head is weak.” 

“Isn’t there some nice girl who’d read and amuse 
you? Girls are quiet and like to play nurse.” 

sallied: set out to do 
something

listless: lacking energy

flourished: waved 

as dull as tombs: Discuss 
and name the figure of 
speech. 
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your tea. It’s so simple you can eat it, and being soft, 
it will slip down without hurting your sore throat. 
What a cozy room this is!” 

“It might be if it was kept nice, but the maids are 
lazy, and I don’t know how to make them mind. It 
worries me though.” 

“I’ll right it up in two minutes, for it only needs 
to have the hearth brushed, so – and the things made 
straight on the mantelpiece, so – and the books put 
here, and the bottles there, and your sofa turned from 
the light, and the pillows plumped up a bit. Now then, 
you’re fixed.” 

And so he was, for, as she laughed and talked, Jo 
had whisked things into place and given quite a 
different air to the room. Laurie watched her in 
respectful silence, and when she beckoned him to his 
sofa, he sat down with a sigh of satisfaction, saying 
gratefully…

“How kind you are! Yes, that’s what it wanted. 
Now please take the big chair and let me do something 
to amuse my company.” 

“No, I came to amuse you. Shall I read aloud?” 
and Jo looked affectionately toward some inviting 
books near by. 

“Thank you! I’ve read all those, and if you don’t 
mind, I’d rather talk,” answered Laurie. 

“Not a bit. I’ll talk all day if you’ll only set me 
going. Beth says I never know when to stop.” “Is Beth 
the rosy one, who stays at home good deal and 
sometimes goes out with a little basket?” asked Laurie 
with interest. 

“Yes, that’s Beth. She’s my girl, and a regular 
good one she is, too.” 

“The pretty one is Meg, and the curly-haired one 
is Amy, I believe?” 

“How did you find that out?” 

Laurie colored up, but answered frankly, “Why, 
you see I often hear you calling to one another, and 
when I’m alone up here, I can’t help looking over at 

Guess the meaning of 
following word:

• colored up
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one to go about with me, so I just stop at home and 
get on as I can.” 

“That’s bad. You ought to make an effort and go 
visiting everywhere you are asked, then you’ll have 
plenty of friends, and pleasant places to go to. Never 
mind being bashful. It won’t last long if you keep 
going.” 

Laurie turned red again, but wasn’t offended at 
being accused of bashfulness, for there was so much 
good will in Jo it was impossible not to take her blunt 
speeches as kindly as they were meant. 

“Do you like your school?” asked the boy, changing 
the subject, after a little pause, during which he stared 
at the fire and Jo looked about her, well pleased. 

“Don’t go to school, I’m a businessman – girl, I 
mean. I go to wait on my great-aunt, and a dear, 
cross old soul she is, too,” answered Jo. 

Laurie opened his mouth to ask another question, 
but remembering just in time that it wasn’t manners 
to make too many inquiries into people’s affairs, he 
shut it again, and looked uncomfortable. Jo liked his 
good breeding and didn’t mind having a laugh at 
Aunt March, so she gave him a lively description of 
the fidgety old lady, her fat poodle, the parrot that 
talked Spanish, and the library where she revelled. 
Laurie enjoyed that immensely, and when she told 
about the prim old gentleman who came once to woo 
Aunt March, and in the middle of a fine speech, how 
Poll had tweaked his wig off to his great dismay, the 
boy lay back and laughed till the tears ran down his 
cheeks, and a maid popped her head in to see what 
was the matter. 

“Oh! That does me no end of good. Tell on, 
please,” he said, taking his face out of the sofa 
cushion, red and shining with merriment. 

Much elated with her success, Jo did “tell on”, all 
about their plays and plans, their hopes and fears for 
Father, and the most interesting events of the little 
world in which the sisters lived. Then they got to 
talking about books, and to Jo’s delight, she found 

Find out what good 
breeding means.

revelled: enjoyed in a 
lively, noisy way without 
drinking and dancing

Describe the effect of 
Laurie’s words on Jo.

to wait on
Find out the meaning of 
the phrase.

cross: old-fashioned word 
for anger
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that Laurie loved them as well as she did, and had 
read even more than herself. 

“If you like them so much, come down and see 
ours. Grandfather is out, so you needn’t be afraid,” 
said Laurie, getting up. 

“I’m not afraid of anything,” returned Jo, with a 
toss of the head. 

“I don’t believe you are!” exclaimed the boy, 
looking at her with much admiration, though he 
privately thought she would have good reason to be 
a trifle afraid of the old gentleman, if she met him 
in some of his moods.

The atmosphere of the whole house being 
summerlike, Laurie led the way from room to room, 
letting Jo stop to examine whatever struck her fancy. 
And so, at last they came to the library, where she 
clapped her hands and pranced, as she always did 
when especially delighted. It was lined with books, 
and there were pictures and statues, and distracting 
little cabinets full of coins and curiosities, and Sleepy 
Hollow chairs, and queer tables, and bronzes, and 
best of all, a great open fireplace with quaint tiles all 
round it. 

“What richness!” sighed Jo, sinking into the depth 
of a velour chair and gazing about her with an air 
of intense satisfaction. “Theodore Laurence, you ought 
to be the happiest boy in the world,” she added 
impressively. 

“A fellow can’t live on books,” said Laurie, 
shaking his head as he perched on a table opposite. 

Before he could say more, a bell rang, and Jo flew 
up, exclaiming with alarm, “Mercy me! It’s your 
grandpa!” 

“Well, what if it is? You are not afraid of anything, 
you know,” returned the boy, looking wicked. 

“I think I am a little bit afraid of him, but I don’t 
know why I should be. Marmee said I might come, 
and I don’t think you’re any the worse for it,” said 
Jo, composing herself, though she kept her eyes on 
the door. 

List some of the things that 
you need in order to be 
happy.
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

A fellow can’t live on 
books - Explain it.

Guess the meaning in the 
context:
wicked:

pranced

Find out the meaning of 
the word.

Hollow chairs : a large 
armchair
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“I’m a great deal better for it, and ever so much 
obliged. I’m only afraid you are very tired of talking 
to me. It was so pleasant, I couldn’t bear to stop,” 
said Laurie gratefully. 

“The doctor to see you, sir,” and the maid beckoned 
as she spoke. 

“Would you mind if I left you for a minute? I 
suppose I must see him,” said Laurie. 

“Don’t mind me. I’m happy as a cricket here,” 
answered Jo. 

Laurie went away, and his guest amused herself 
in her own way. She was standing before a fine 
portrait of the old gentleman when the door opened 
again, and without turning, she said decidedly, “I’m 
sure now that I shouldn’t be afraid of him, for he’s 
got kind eyes, though his mouth is grim, and he looks 
as if he had a tremendous will of his own. He isn’t 
as handsome as my grandfather, but I like him.” 

List the things that Jo 
notices in the portrait:
1. 
2. 
3. 

I’m happy as a cricket 
here. Name and explain 
the figure of speech.
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3. Children played all around.	 c.

		 4. d. No motherly face smiled at the windows.                      

(A2) The traits of the characters you meet in the extract are jumbled. Sort 
them out and write them in the appropriate columns.      

(Shy, bold, gruff, friendly, withdrawn, perceptive, empathetic, playful, 
lonely, happy, gentlemanly, frank, mature, dull, sharp, adventurous.)           

 Jo Laurie Grandpa

(A3)	(i) Write down in your own words the way Laurie confirmed the names of the 
March sisters.

(ii) Give a brief account of the interaction between Grandpa and Jo.

(A4) (i) Find proverbs, maxims and idioms related to ‘friendship’. 

(a) For example: Birds of a feather flock together.

		 (b) 

		 (c) 

		 (d) 

		 (e) 

(ii) The extract deals with the atmosphere of two homes. Collect the words
associated with -

(a) Home (b) Library (c) Garden

(A5)		 Change into indirect speech.

(a) “Do you like your school?” asked the boy.

“Don’t go to school; I’m a businessman - girl, I mean”, answered Jo.

(b) Jo flourished her broom as she called out… “How do you do? Are you
sick?”

Laurie opened the window and croaked out as hoarsely as a raven……

“Better, thank you. I’ve had a bad cold and been shut up a week.”

(c) “The pretty one is Meg and the curly-haired is Amy, I believe?” – Laurie

“How did you find that out?” – Jo
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Tenzing Norgay (29 May1914- 9 May 1986), known 
by birth as Namgyal Wangdi and often referred to as 
Sherpa Tenzing, was a Nepali-Indian Sherpa mountaineer. 
He was one of the first two individuals  known to reach 
the summit of Mount Everest, which he accomplished with 
Edmund Hillary on 29 May 1953.

Sr No Honour Medal Honoured by For
1 Tiger Medal 1938 Himalayan Club III Everest Expedition
2 Star of Nepal 1953 King Tribhuvan All accomplishments
3 Padma Bhushan 1959 Govt. of India All accomplishements

Tenzing describes the climb to the top and all events occurred during the 
historic climb. The article also describes what brought him to climbing 
mountains.

On to the Summit: We Reach the Top

When we left Camp Nine on Friday morning, I 
was determined to get to the top on this day. That 
morning I remember thinking, “I was to get to the top 
even if I die.” I was not afraid to die that day.  We 
set out early and all the way from Camp Nine to the 
peak we alternated.

 I would take the lead and then Hillary. The man 
who follows when climbing has a difficult job both in 
climbing up and climbing down. He is the anchor. The 
man going in the lead cuts the steps and breaks the 
way.

In my pocket I had four flags. When we were still 
at Camp Four, Colonel Hunt gave me three flags, 
those of Britain, the United Nations and Nepal. He 
charged me with the duty of planting them on the top 
of the world.

“These three flags are in your care,” he said. 
“When you and Hillary reach the top, put them at the 
peak. I am sure that you and Hillary are going to do 
it.”

alternated : changed 
places



17

I told Colonel Hunt that I was carrying the Indian 
flag with me and I would like to be on the top with 
the other flags. I had to ask Colonel Hunt’s permission 
in his capacity as leader of the expedition.

Indian Flag

Colonel Hunt said, “By all means, I am glad to 
know that you brought an Indian flag”.

After one hour of steady going, we cut across 
from the south face and started up the west side where 
we had to pass up a steep line of rocks. This was 
slow and difficult. Once we had cleared these, there 
was nothing barring our way to top but a  
snow-covered incline, sloping less and less as it neared 
the top. 

These last sixty or seventy feet up the top were 
not very dangerous. But we kept up the same steady 
pace. And we reached the small, flattened summit 
almost together :

During the last fifty feet from the peak, Hillary 
and I were moving about twenty feet apart. We were  
tied together with a rope. Most of the time the rope 
was loose, but when we went over dangerous ground, 
we drew it taut.

This rope was a symbol. It tied us together. One 
could not move without the other. We were not two 
individuals, but a team.

I have been asked many times, “Who was first?” 
When we were within reach of the summit, I did not 
think of who was going to be “first.” I am sure that 
Hillary was not thinking that. Climbing takes all your 
attention. You have many more important worries.

What does it matter whether I reached the top first 
or Hillary? Our main thought was that both of us 
reach the top. We had to. One couldn’t do it alone.

If there had been a difference of one thousand feet 
between us, then one could make the claim that he 
was first. But even then, only the man behind him 
could confirm the distance between the two of them.

summit: the highest point 
of a hill or mountain

Give reasons for the 

'rope’ being called a 
symbol.

sloping : slanting up or 
down
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When we reached Kathmandu we discovered that 
a controversy had arisen. We talked it over, Hillary, 
Colonel Hunt and I. We agreed that all the talk was 
childish.

So we made a pact, and each of us signed it in 
the office of the Prime Minister of Nepal. Each one 
signed his own statement. I have a copy of Hillary’s 
statement which I carry in my pocket. 

It reads: “Kathmandu, June 22, 1953.”

“On May 29th, Tenzing Sherpa and I left our high 
camp on Mt. Everest for our attempt on the summit. 
As we climbed upwards to the South Summit, first 
one and then the other would take a turn at leading. 
We crossed over the South Summit and moved along 
the Summit ridge. We reached the summit almost 
together. We embraced each other overjoyed at our 
success, then I took photograph of Tenzing holding 
aloft the flags of Great Britain, Nepal, the United  
Nations and India.” (Signed: E.P. Hillary) There is 
another paper like this in English, signed by me. Thus, 
we will not take part in any controversy. As the 
statement says, Hillary and I embraced when we 
reached the top. We did as well as our bulky equipment 
would let us. I remember saying to him: “We have 
done it.” But we couldn’t hear. We had our oxygen 
mask on.

First Thought

My first thought on reaching the top was a sense 
of gratitude to God, that after having failed six times, 
He had blessed me with fulfillment of this desire I 
had held so long.

I placed on the summit the offerings to God that 
I had carried with me. This is in accord with my 
religion. Both my wife and I are Buddhists. I could 
not kneel because of my clothes and equipment. But 
I offered a silent prayer in my heart. 

The offerings were biscuits, candy and a little blue 
pencil. My youngest daughter, Nima, had given me 
the pencil before I left home. She asked me to put it 
on the top of the mountain as her offering. It was an 

pact: a formal 
agreement between 
individuals or parties

in accord with : in 
agreement with, 
harmonious or 
consistent with

ridge: a long narrow 
piece of raised land

embrace : hug, hold 
(someone) closely in 
one's arms

controversy: prolonged 
public disagreement or 
heated discussion.

Discuss in pairs about 
any controversy in which 
you have got embroiled. 
Also speak of your 
experience to the class. 
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ordinary blue pencil, not even a long one, but it was 
one of her prized possessions.

As I put it down, I pointed it out to Hillary. He 
gave me a big smile, showing that he understood. 

Then I got out the flags which I had on piece of 
string about four feet long.  I fastened one end to my 
ice axe  and Hillary took pictures as I held it up.

As I had to bring my ice axe down with me, I 
buried one end of the string in the ice on the top, 
and the other in snow on the slope down below. When 
we left, they were lying flat against the summit.

I was very thirsty.  I took out a water tumbler for 
a drink, but found the water in the metal container 
had frozen so I couldn’t quench my thirst. I ate some 
biscuits and offered some to Hillary.

I was wearing a red scarf which my great friend 
Lambert (leader of the 1952 Swiss expedition) had 
given me last year. It was just a year ago, on May 
28th, when we were standing at 28,215 feet, that he 
gave me the scarf. 

I wore it all the way up the mountain from 
Darjeeling. As I stood at the top, I remembered him, 
and felt that he was with me. I felt absolutely fit at 
the summit. My mind was absolutely clear. I didn’t 
feel tired I felt exhilarated. It was a very clear 
sensation.

Below, all the hills and mountains looked like 
Gods and Goddesses to me. The plains below looked 
like so many broken pieces of the map. 

Two or three people could stand there on the roof 
of the world if you cut ice. Twenty or 30 feet below 
the top, there was enough flat square for two people 
to sleep. You could pitch one tent there. The summit 
is flat on one side and steep on the other. There is 
snow on the northern side, rocks on the South and 
East and snowy rock on the West. We stayed on the 
top a little more than fifteen minutes. We were lucky 
that there was no gale, or it would have swept us 
off. My next thought was how to get down safely.

quench: satisfy one’s 
thirst

exhilarated: very happy 
and excited

gale: strong wind 

List the ways in 
which Tenzing Norgay 
celebrates on reaching 
the top.
1. 
2. 
3.
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On the descent from the summit, I was walking 
behind Hillary. I was following him and holding the 
rope tightly, and my determination was to make sure 
he descended safely. I must say that the climb down 
was more difficult and dangerous than the climb up. 
If you slipped down, you would go into Kangshung 
glacier and there would be no trace left of you. 

More Caution Needed

Of course it took less time climbing down, but you 
needed more “husiar” (caution). When I reached Camp 
Nine, my first thought was: “Thank God we have been 
spared an accident, and if up to now there have been 
no accidents I hope there will be none in future.” I 
had always prayed to God and he had saved me.

At Camp Nine, Hillary and I were in no mood for 
any talking. We just attended to our own things. We 
stayed there about half an hour. We boiled some snow 
to make lemon water and drank it. When we left, we 
took only our sleeping bags and left everything else 
behind in the tent. From Camp Nine to Camp Eight, 
where we spent the night, was an easier job. Just 
above Camp Eight where the others could see us. I 
raised my arm with my thumb up. (C.W.F.) Noyce and 
(W.G.) Lowe saw us and their faces flushed with joy. 
In this way I was able to tell them of our success. 
As  we got nearer to Camp Eight, Lowe came to meet 
us and came up about 300 feet with tea and coffee.

Another 50 feet down, we met Noyce who brought 
us more tea. This tea smelled kerosene. Apparently it 
had been made in a hurry and somehow some kerosene 
got into the welcome cup. But I thought since the 
gentleman had taken so much trouble to bring it, I 
was going to enjoy it whatever the smell.

-Tenzing Norgay

(From archives of TOI)

apparently: as far as 
one knows or one can 
see
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Venkateshwaran (Venkat) Iyer : Born in 1966, Venkateshwaran 
(Venkat) Iyer is a science graduate and a certified project 
management professional. He last worked with IBM in Mumbai 
as a project manager for software implementation. After seventeen 
years in the IT industry, he quit in 2004 to live on his organic 
farm in Peth village in Dahanu Taluka, Palghar District, 
Maharashtra.

His book 'Moong over Microchips' traces his transition from 
techie to farmer, over a period of 15 to 17 years. "It was not 
a career change, but a life style change I was looking for," he says about his decision 
to shift to the quieter environs of a village. He insisted on practising organic farming 
from the outset. He was resolute inspite of numerous challenges which he faced. 
Today not only does he deliver lectures on organic farming, but also has joined 
hands with organic farmers and NGOs working in the organic field to propagate 
organic farming to "ensure that the land at least is not ravaged while they try to 
make a living out of agriculture."

The Call of the Soil
A Scent of Rice

The First Crop

It was April 2004. I stood in the middle of the 
lush green field of moong (green gram) and looked 
around me. It was just before sunrise and the sky was 
turning a bright orange. The ground was damp and 
the leaves were shining with dew. My bare feet were 
muddy as I walked around gingerly, inspecting the 
plants.

Around me were rows of chikoo trees and below 
a dense foliage of moong. At that point, I could not 
have asked for anything more. The moong plants, not 
more than two feet tall, had green pods hanging out. 
The pods were not yet ripe and there was a light fuzz 
growing on them. There was still some time before 
the harvest. I felt exhilarated.

I stood watching the sun rise above the towering 
trees across the fence and slowly made my way back 
to the house, a white structure in the middle of this 
greenery. I could not believe that I was the owner of 
this land and that I was looking at my first crop as 

Guess the meaning of 
the word ‘lush’ in this 
context.

gingerly: very cautious 
or careful

foliage: the leaves of a 
tree or a plant
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a farmer. After I had paid the advance money for the 
land, I thought I would have some time to get familiar 
with farming. But Moru Dada, the broker who got us 
the land, had other ideas. He was keen that we plant 
moong at once. I was not prepared for this. I was 
still reading books and trying to figure out what we 
could sow and how we should go about it. Moru 
Dada was quite firm. He said the season was right 
for sowing moong and the best seeds were available 
in Surat in the adjacent state of Gujarat.

I made a quick trip to Surat and bought around 
10 kilograms of moong. Moru Dada rented his tractor 
to plough the land and quickly planted moong all over 
the place.

A few days later, we were overjoyed to see tiny 
green leaves. I had never seen moong growing before 
and was thrilled at the sight. It was the same thrill I 
had felt as a young boy when I saw the first of the 
hibiscus I had planted bloom at the Railway Quarters 
in Vile Parle in Mumbai. I was grateful to have taken 
Moru’s advice.

The next thing Moru Dada wanted to do was spray 
some pesticide on the plants. He claimed that it would 
give a higher yield. This was something we did not 
want to do. We were clear that we would not use any 
chemicals and tried to explain it to him. He reacted as 
if we had suggested hara-kiri. It took a lot of 
convincing to ensure that Moru Dada and his friends 
did not use any chemicals on the farm. They refused 
to understand how crops could grow without sprays.

Contrary to what everyone had told us, nature did 
her job and she needed no bribes to get the work 
done. Soon it was harvest time and we managed a 
respectable 300 kilograms. An awful lot of moong and 
with it a lot of confidence. Now I was certain the 
land was fertile and that it was possible to grow crops 
without chemicals. It was a major morale booster.

The Scent of Rice

The first year I was late for the rice-sowing season 
and had to resort to growing the GR4 variety that 

The writer disagreed with 

Moru Dada because

hara-kiri : a formal way 

of killing yourself by 

cutting open your stomach 

with a sword.

Find words related to 
agriculture.
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(c) To be keen

(d) On the trail of

(e) To feel under the weather

(A4)		 Read the following sentence:

(i) She muttered in reply and we looked at Jeevan for a quick
interpretation.

(ii) These are two complete sentences underlying the above sentence.

(a) She muttered in reply.

(b) We looked at Jeevan for quick interpretation.

These two sentences are put together by using the co-ordinating 
conjunction ‘and’.

Such sentences which are joined by co-ordinating conjunctions (and/ but/ 
either...or; neither...nor) are called compound sentences. 

Sentence ‘a’ and ‘b’ are Simple Sentences.

Each of them has only one subject and one predicate.

Sentence ‘a’ and ‘b’ can be written in another way.

‘As she muttered in reply, we looked at Jeevan for a quick interpretation.’

This sentence begins with a subordinating conjunction ‘As’. 

This is a complex sentence.

Two simple sentences joined by subordinate conjunctions are called 
complex sentences. The subordinate conjunction need not always be in 
the beginning of the sentence.

Make pairs and  groups  and find out some more simple, complex and 
compound sentences from the text.

Prepare a list of subordinating conjunctions.

(A5)	(i)	 Planting and growing more crops a year seems to be progress by 
normal standards; but the chapter makes a case against it. Give 
reasons.

(ii) Describe in about 150 words your experience similar to the writer’s
when you pursued something and reached your goal.

(iii)	The writer goes in search of an invaluable indigenous variety of
seeds. List three reasons for the importance of keeping records of
our indigenous agricultural practices.

(iv) Write a blog in about 100 to 150 words on organic farming.
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(v) Write a short paragraph in about 120 words, to be used as Counter-View
for the following topic. 'Buy a bigger cloth for your coat'.

View Section:

(a) We cannot survive by the dictum 'Cut your coat according to your cloth'
in today's world.

(b) In the mordern world we should 'Think Big'.

(c) Think of increasing your income instead of reducing your needs.

(d) We connot deny ourselves, what the new world offers us.

(vi) 'Organic farming is the need of the time'. Write your views in favour and
against the statment.

Views Counterviews

1.

2.

3.

4.

(vii) Appeal to your classmates to say 'No to Junk Food'. Write an appeal to
prefer organic food over junk food.

(A6)	Projects: 

(i) Plant the seed of a flower or fruit of your choice in a pot or in
your garden. Note its growth every day and maintain a diary
recording its progress.

(ii) Find out more career opportunities in the field of agriculture, organic
farming, sales, storage, distribution and marketing research.

Educational qualifications Job opportunities Work Profile 

1.

2.

3.

4.

***
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was born on 14th April 1891 in 
the town and military cantonment of Mhow (now Dr. Ambedkar 
nagar) in Madhya Pradesh. He got his degree from Elphinston 
College, Mumbai. He subsequently obtained the doctorate from 
Columbia University, USA and London School of Economics. 
He was also assigned the big and challenging task of framing 
the ‘Constitution of India’ in the capacity of Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee. He was awarded the ‘Bharat Ratna’ 
posthumously for his dedication and commitment for the welfare 
of our country.

	 Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has laid emphasis on the values of liberty, equality 
and fraternity. According to him, these principles will make India a strong nation. 
He is of the view that hero-worship is a sure road to degradation and to eventual 
dictatorship and the collapse of a nation.

Pillars of Democracy

If we wish to maintain democracy not merely in 
form, but also in fact, what must we do ? The first 
thing in my judgement we must do is to hold fast to 
constitutional methods of achieving our social and 
economic objectives. When there was no way left for 
constitutional methods for achieving economic and 
social objectives, there was a great deal of justification 
for unconstitutional methods. But where constitutional 
methods are open, there can be no justification for 
these unconstitutional methods. These methods are 
nothing but the Grammar of Anarchy and the sooner 
they are abandoned, the better for us.

The second thing we must do is to observe the 
caution which John Stuart Mill has given to all who 
are interested in the maintenance of democracy, 
namely, not “to lay their liberties at the feet of even 
a great man, or to trust him with powers which enable 
him to subvert their institutions.” There is nothing 
wrong in being grateful to great men who have 
rendered life-long services to the country. But there 
are limits to gratefulness. As has been well said by 

Grammar of Anarchy : 
a state of disorder due to 
the absence of non-
recognition of controlling 
system.

rendered : gave
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propose to recount it in the words of Bryce himself— 
that—

“Some years ago the American Protestant Episcopal 
Church was occupied at its triennial convention in 
revising its liturgy. It was thought desirable to 
introduce among the short sentence prayers a prayer 
for the whole people, and an eminent New England 
divine proposed the words ‘O Lord, bless our nation.’ 
Accepted one afternoon on the spur of the moment, 
the sentence was brought up next day for 
reconsideration, when so many objections were raised 
by the laity to the word ‘nation’ as importing too 
definite a recognition of national unity, that it was 
dropped, and instead there were adopted the words ‘O 
Lord, bless these United States’.”

There was so little solidarity in the U.S.A. at the 
time when this incident occurred that the people of 
America did not think that they were a nation. If the 
people of the United States could not feel that they 
were a nation, how difficult it is for Indians to think 
that they are a nation. I remember the days when 
politically-minded Indians resented the expression” the 
people of India. “They preferred the expression The 
Indian nation.” I am of opinion that in believing that 
we are a nation, we are cherishing a great delusion. 
How can people divided into several thousands of 
castes be a nation ? The sooner we realize that we 
are not as yet a nation in the social and psychological 
sense of the word, the better for us. For then only we 
shall realize the necessity of becoming a nation and 
seriously think of ways and means of realizing the 
goal. The realization of this goal is going to be very 
difficult—far more difficult than it has been in the 
United States. The United States has no caste problem. 
In India there are castes. The castes are anti-national. 
In the first place because they bring about separation 
in social life. They are anti-national also because they 
generate jealousy and antipathy between caste and 

laity: members of a 
religious community

anti-national : the prefix 

‘anti’ in anti-national 

expresses opposition to 

something. Find some 

other words starting with  

‘anti’ like anti-social, ....

delusion : a mistaken 

idea or opinion

triennial: the 300th 

anniversary

liturgy: rites prescribed 

for public worship 
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Sheila Kaye-Smith was an English novelist and poet. Many 
of her novels were set in the borderlands of Sussex and Kent 
in the English regional tradition. Her book 'The End of the 
House of Alard' became a best-seller.

The story is about a peasant woman who finds a desperate 
young man at her doorstep, pleading of her to give him 
protection from the police. He had been poaching on the nearby 
estate, and in  panic, had killed one of the gamekeepers.

Mrs. Adis

ln north-east Sussex a great tongue of land runs 
into Kent. It is a land of woods - the old hammer-
woods of the Sussex iron industry and among the 
woods gleam the hammerponds. Owing to the 
thickness of the woods, the road that passes Mrs. 
Adis's cottage is dark long before the fields beyond. 
That night there was no twilight and no moon, only 
a few pricks of fire in the black sky above the trees. 
But what the darkness hid the silence revealed. In the 
absolute stillness of the night, windless and clear, 
every sound was distinct, intensified. The distant bark 
of a dog at Delmonden sounded close at hand, and 
the man who walked on the road could hear the echo 
of his own footsteps following him like a knell. 

Every now and then he made an effort to go more 
quietly, but the roadside was a mass of thorns, and 
their crackling and rustling were nearly as loud as the 
thud of his feet on the road. Besides, they made him 
go slowly, and he had no time for that. 

When he came to Mrs.  Adis’s cottage he paused 
a moment. Only a small patch of grass lay between 
it and the road, and he looked in at the lighted, 
uncurtained window. He could see Mrs. Adis stooping 
over the fire, taking some pot or kettle off it. He 
hesitated and seemed to wonder. He was a big, heavy, 
working man, not successful, judging by the poverty 
of his appearance. For a moment he made as if he 
would open the window, then he changed his mind 
and went to the door instead. 

Sussex: a county in the 
south of England

tongue of land: a long 
stretch of land branching  
out from the mainroad

hammer-woods: wood 
(forest)- described as 
'hammer' because in the 
past, iron used to be made 
using timber and water.

hammerponds: ponds

pricks of fire: stars

Delmonden: name of a 
village

close at hand: very near

stooping over: bending 
over
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‘You might do it for Tom's sake,’ he said. 

‘You haven't been an over-good friend to Tom’, 
snapped Mrs. Adis. 

‘But Tom’s been a very good friend to me; he 
would want you to stand by me tonight.’ 

‘Well, I won’t say he wouldn’t, for Tom always 
thought better of you than you deserved. Maybe you 
can stay till he comes home to-night, then we can 
hear what he says about it.’  

‘He’ll be up at work for an hour yet, and the coast 
will be clear by then - l can get away out of the 
country.’ 

‘Where’ll you go?’ 

‘I don’t know. There is time to think of that.’ 

‘Well! You can think of it in here, she said dryly, 
opening a door which led from the kitchen into the 
small shed at the back of the cottage. They’ll never 
guess you’re there, specially if I tell them I haven’t 
seen you tonight.’ 

‘You’re a good woman, Mrs. Adis. I know I’m not 
worth your standing by me, but may be I’d have been 
different if I’d a mother like Tom’s.’ 

She did not speak, but shut the door, and he was 
in darkness save for a small ray of light that came 
through one of the cracks. By this light he could see 
her moving to and fro, preparing Tom’s supper. In 
another hour Tom would be home from Ironlatch 
Farm, where he worked every day. Peter Crouch trusted 
Tom to help him, for they had been friends when they 
went together to the National School at Lamberhurst, 
and since then the friendship had not been broken by 
their very different characters and careers. 

Peter Crouch huddled down upon the sacks that 
filled one corner of the shed. A delicious smell of 
cooking began to come through from the kitchen, and 
he hoped Mrs. Adis would not deny him a share of 
the supper when Tom came home, for he was very 
hungry and he had a long way to go. 

He had fallen into a kind of helpless doze, when 
he was roused by the sound of footsteps on the road. 

huddled down: shrank 
oneself
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For a moment his poor heart nearly choked him 
with its beating. They were the keepers. They had 
guessed where he was - with Mrs. Adis, his old 
friend’s mother. He had been a fool to come to the 
cottage. Nearly losing his self-control, he shrank into 
the corner, shivering, half sobbing. But the footsteps 
went by. The next minute Mrs. Adis stuck her head 
into the shed. 

‘That was the keepers’, She said shortly. ‘I saw 
them go by. They had lanterns. Maybe it would be 
better if you slipped out now and went towards 
Cansiron. You’d miss them that way and get over to 
Kent. There’s a London train that comes from  
Tunbridge Wells at ten tonight.’ 

‘That’d be a fine thing for me, ma’am, but I 
haven't the price of a ticket on me.’ 

She went to one of the kitchen drawers.

‘Here’s seven shillings. It’ll be your fare to London 
and a bit over.’

For a moment he did not speak, then he said: ‘I 
don’t know how to thank you ma’am.’ 

‘Oh, you needn’t thank me. I am doing it for 
Tom.’

‘I hope you won’t get into trouble because of this.’ 

‘There isn’t much fear. No one’s ever likely to 
know you’ve been in this cottage. That’s why I’d 
sooner you went before Tom came back, for maybe 
he’d bring a friend with him, and that’d make trouble.’ 

She opened the door for him but on the threshold 
they both stood still, for again footsteps could be 
heard approaching, this time from the far south. 

‘May be it’s Tom,’ said Mrs. Adis. 

‘There’s more than one man there, and I can hear 
voices.’

‘You’d better go back,’ she said shortly. ‘Wait till 
they’ve passed, anyway.’ 

With an unwilling shrug he went back into the 
little dusty shed, which he had come to hate, and she 
locked the door upon him. 

Cansiron: name of a town 
where there is a railway 
station

List some characteristics 
of  Mrs. Adis based on 
this incident.

unwilling shrug : the 
action of raising the 
shoulders reluctantly
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The footsteps drew nearer. They came slowly and 
heavily this time. For a moment he thought they would 
pass also, but their momentary dulling was only the 
crossing of the strip of grass outside the door. The 
next minute there was a knock. It was not Tom, then. 

Trembling with anxiety and curiosity, Peter Crouch 
put his eye to one of the numerous cracks in the door 
and looked through into the kitchen. He saw Mrs. Adis 
go to the cottage door, but before she could open it 
a man came in quickly and shut it behind him. 

Crouch recognized Vidler, one of the keepers of 
Scotney Castle, and he felt his hands and feet grow 
leaden cold. They knew where he was then. They had 
followed him. They had guessed that he had taken 
refuge with Mrs. Adis. It was all up. He was not 
really hidden; there was no place for him to hide.  
Directly they opened the inner door they would see 
him. Why couldn’t he think of things better? Why 
wasn’t he cleverer at looking after himself - like other 
men? His legs suddenly refused to support him, and 
he sat down on the pile of sacks. 

The man in the kitchen seemed to have some 
difficulty in saying what he wanted to Mrs. Adis. He 
stood before her silently twisting his cap. 

‘Well, what is it?’ she asked. ‘I want to speak to 
you, ma’am’. 

Peter Crouch listened, straining his ears, for his 
thudding heart nearly drowned the voices in the next 
room. Oh no! he was sure she would not give him 
away. If only for Tom’s sake. She was a good sort, 
Mrs. Adis. 

‘Well?’ she said sharply, as the man remained 
tongue tied.’ I have brought you bad news, ma’am,’ 

Her expression changed. 
‘What ? It isn’t Tom, is it?’
‘He’s outside,’ said the keeper. 
‘What do you mean?’ said Mrs. Adis, and she 

moved the door. 
‘Don’t  ma’am. Not till I’ve told you.’ 
‘Told me what? Oh, be quick, man, for mercy’s 

sake,’ and she tried to push past him to the door. 

momentary: for a brief 
period of time
dulling : not interesting or 
exciting

Scotney Castle: (a fort) 
name of a castle

refuge: shelter

Vilder guessed that Crouch 
has taken refuge at Mrs. 
Adis’ house because 
............

tongue tied: speechless
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‘But he couldn’t have known it was Tom when he 
did it, he and Tom always being better friends than 
he deserved.’ 

Peter Crouch was standing upright now, looking 
through the crack of the door. He saw Mrs. Adis 
struggle to her feet and stand by the table, looking 
down on the dead man’s face. He saw her put her 
hand into her apron pocket, where she had thrust the 
key of the shed. 

‘The Boormans have gone after Crouch,’ said 
Vidler, nervously breaking the silence. 

‘They’d thought he’d broken through the wood 
Ironlatch way. There’s no chance of his having been 
by here? You haven’t seen him to-night ma’am?’ 

There was a pause. 

‘No,’ said Mrs. Adis, ‘I haven’t seen him. Not 
since Tuesday.’ She took her hand out of her apron's 
pocket. 

‘Well, we’ll be getting around and fetch Mrs. Gain. 
Reckon you’d be glad to have her.’ 

Mrs. Adis nodded. 

‘Will you carry him in there first?’ and she pointed 
to the bedroom door. 

The men picked up the stretcher and carried it into 
the next room. Then silently each wrung the mother 
by the hand and went away. 

She waited until they had shut the door, then she 
came towards the shed. Crouch once more fell a 
shivering. He couldn’t bear it. No he’d rather be 
hanged than face Mrs. Adis. He heard the key turn 
in the lock and he nearly screamed. 

But she did not come in. She merely unlocked the 
door, then crossed the kitchen with a heavy, dragging 
footstep and shut herself in the room where Tom was. 

Peter Crouch knew what he must do-the only 
thing she wanted him to do, the only thing he could 
possibly do. He opened the door and silently went out. 

-Sheila Kaye-Smith

Guess the meaning: 
‘wrung’ here means 

Find the difference 
between: shivering and 
trembling 

Mrs. Adis unlocked the door 
because 



51

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDBRAINSTORMING

(A1)	 (i)	 Discuss with your partner and describe the atmosphere in the woods when 
Peter Crouch was heading towards Mrs. Adis’ House. It was- 

(a) a dark moonless night.

		 (b)	

		 (c)	

(ii) Peter Crouch didn’t knock before entering Mrs. Adis’s house.

The reason was-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(iii) Go through the text again and find the reasons that forced Peter to shoot
down a person.

(a) The keepers spotted him.

		 (b)	

		 (c)	

(iv) Mrs. Adis didn’t hand over Peter Crouch to the keepers because-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(A2)		 The writer has used a phrase ‘Thudding Heart’ which means pounding,
or beating of heart. Do you know that ‘thud’ is an onomatopoeic word
which means a heavy sound made by an object falling to the ground?
Discuss with your partner and make a list of Onomatopoeic words that
you find in the text.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(A3)		  ‘She went to one of the kitchen drawers’.

Look at the sentence carefully. The underlined word tells us that she went
(some time ago) to a particular place (at one of the kitchen drawers). Now
discuss with your partner and tell the class what you did ‘yesterday’ and
what your friend did ‘yesterday’. Complete the table. One is done for you.



52

You About Friend
• I saw a movie.
• I
• I
• I
• I
• I
• I

• He/she wrote an essay.
• He/she
• He/she
• He/she
• He/she
• He/she
• He/she

(A4) Imagine your friend/younger brother or sister has committed a grave 
mistake that has resulted in  a great loss to the college property or to 
your family. He/she seeks your advice to come out of the situation/problem. 
Write a dialogue between you and your friend/brother/sister who describes 
the entire situation and seeks help from you. Take help of the following 
points.

• Introduction • Confessing the mistake

• Seeking help • Your advice/suggestion

• Concluding part

(A5) The best punishment is ‘forgiveness’. Discuss the sentence in the light of 
the text you have read. You can make use of following points.

(a) Forgiveness provides opportunity to change the behaviour.

(b) Forgiveness leads to repentance.

(c) A person may commit a mistake / crime impulsively or under the force
of strong emotions.

		 (d)	

		 (e)	

(A6)	 Project: 

Search in your college library or on the internet for at least five stories 
where a king or any great person has forgiven a losing king, culprit or 
offender. There are many such stories that you might have read in your 
history books. One such story is of  Alexander and Porus. Find at least 
five stories and write their summarised versions in your notebook.

***
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Despite heavy casualties, 8 Sikh exploited its 
success up to Helmet and captured this objective on 5 
July.

The enemy launched two counterattacks with forty 
to fifty personnel, but 8 Sikh fought gallantly and was 
able to repulse them. Naib Subedar Karnail Singh and 
Rifleman Satpal Singh, who were part of a platoon 
deployed on the reverse slope of Helmet, showed 
exceptional courage. In one of these counterattacks, 
Captain Karnal Sher Khan of the Pakistan Army was 
killed. His body was subsequently handed over to the 
Pakistani authorities. Other bodies of the Pakistani 
soldiers found scattered around the battleground were 
collected and buried appropriately.

In New Delhi, I had remained anxious all through 
the night of 3 July. The next morning, Krishan Pal, 
GOC 15 Corps, rang up at 0600 hours to inform me 
that 18 Grenadiers had captured Tiger Hill Top and 
also that heavy fighting was going on. After consulting 
him and Nirmal Chander Vij, we decided to await 
confirmation from the GOC 8 Mountain Division. At 
0730  hours, Mohinder Puri confirmed to me that the 
enemy would not be able to dislodge 18 Grenadiers 
from Tiger Hill Top. I duly informed Brajesh Mishra 
and the Prime Minister, who was scheduled to address 
a public meeting in Haryana at 1000 hours. The 
Defence Minister was on his way to Amritsar. When 
he landed at the airport, I gave him this exciting 
news.

The date, 4 July 1999, was important for one more 
reason. Nawaz Sharif was due to meet the US 
President, Bill Clinton, later in the day. About ten to 
fifteen hours before their meeting, we made sure that 
the whole world came to know about the recapture of 
Tiger Hill, and thus the likely outcome of the war.

For some time, Pakistan even denied the existence 
of such mountain feature and labelled the entire 
operation as a figment of our imagination; the loss of 
Tiger Hill was a hard physical and psychological 
blow. In India, wave of jubilation and relief replaced 
the gloomy mood of the people.

Brajesh Mishra : an 
Indian diplomat and 
politician who was Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s Principal 
Secretary and National 
Security Advisor from 
1988 to 2004

The narrator uses 
selective words to express 
the victory. They are 

A great humanitarian 
norm is maintained during 
the battle. Find out and 
comment on it.	
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(A4)	(i)	 Use of although/ though/ even though/but

Read the following sentences.

(a) 	Although the café was crowded, we found a vacant table.

Although Sadie has passed her test, she never drives.

The clause with although can also come after the main clause.

For example: We found a vacant table, although the café was crowded.

(b) 	Though I liked the pullover, I didn’t buy it.

Though it was pouring cats and dogs, he set out for his journey.

We can use though at the end of the sentence.

For example: I liked the pullover; I didn’t buy it, though.

(c) We can use ‘even though’ in the same way.

John looked quite fresh even though he had just recovered from jaundice.

‘Even though’ can be used in the beginning of the sentence also.

Even though I hate Gopal, I shall try to be nice with him.

‘Even though’ is stronger and more emphatic than ‘although’.

(d) 	We can join two clauses with ‘but’.

For example: We wanted to go abroad, but our passports were not ready.

We use these words (although, though, even though, but) to show the contrast
between two clauses or two sentences.

Although, though, even though and but can be used as conjunctions to introduce
afterthoughts, contrasts or restrictions and conditions.

Find out the sentences from the lesson in which any of these words are used.

Discuss in pairs/groups the purpose they serve.

(ii) Sing and recite a famous folk song given below.

There is a mountain far away.

And on the mountain stands a tree.

And on the tree there is a branch.

And on the branch there is a nest.

And in the nest there is an egg.

And in the egg there is a bird.

One day the bird will fly.

One day we will be free.
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For light and air and sun.

I could only wait, as one

Who watched, wandering, while Time and the rain

Made a miracle from green growing pain.......

I went away next year- 

Spent a season in Kashmir-

Came back thinner, rather poor,

But richer by a cherry tree at my door.

Six feet high my own dark cherry,

And I could scarcely believe it-a berry.

Ripened and jeweled in the sun,

Hung from a branch-just one!

And next year there were blossoms small

Pink, fragile, quick to fall

At the merest breath, the sleepiest breeze. .....

I lay on the grass, at ease,

Looking up through leaves at the blue

Blind sky, at the finches as they flew

And flitted through the dappled green.

While bees in an ecstasy drank

Of nectar from each bloom and the sun sank

Swiftly, and the stars turned in the sky,

And moon-moths and singing crickets and I

Yes, I! — praised Night and Stars and tree:

That small, the cherry, grown by me.

- Ruskin Bond

The beneficiaries of 
the cherry tree are  
...............................

dappled : having dark or 
light patches

ecstasy : feeling of great 
happiness

nectar : sweet liquid 
produced by flowers

The poet felt richer 
because ..........

blossoms : flowers that 
bloom on trees.
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(A5)	 (i)	 ‘Cherry Tree’ is a narrative poem. Features that make it a narrative poem 
are given below. Justify them with proper examples.

		  (a)	 The poem has a beginning, a middle and an end.

		  (b)	 Different places are mentioned.

		  (c)	 Characters are referred to. 

		  (d)	 Incidents are arranged in a sequence.

		  (e)	 There is a dialogue between the poet and the reader or the characters of 
the poem.

		  (f)	 It is a time-bound poem.

	 (ii) 	Compose 8 to 10 lines. Narrate any incident in your life without using 
any rhyming pattern. 

	 (iii)	 Write an appreciation of the poem considering the following points :

	 	 • 	 About the poem, poet and title.

			 

			 

		  • 	 Theme/summary/gist of the poem.

			 

			 

		  • 	 Poetic style/language, poetic devices used in the poem.

			 

			 

		  • 	 Special features/novelties/focusing elements.

			 

			 

		  • 	 Message/values/morals in the poem.

			 

			 

		  • 	 Your opinion about the poem.
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(iv) Write a summary of the poem using the following points.

• Title

• Introductory paragraph (about the poem, type, Nature, tone)

• Main body (the central idea, gist of the poem)

• Conclusion (opinion, views, appeal)

(A6) (i)	 Write the poem ‘Cherry Tree’ in the form of a story.

(ii) Write in 100 words what the cherry tree in the poem symbolises.

(iii) You have studied the lesson 'The Call of the Soil' from prose 1.3. Compare
'Cherry Tree' with 'The Call of the Soil' and find out the element of joy
of nurturing for the author and the poet.

(A7)	 Project

Visit the library and collect at least five poems of any Nature poet. Write the 
poems along with their summary.

***
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DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDBRAINSTORMING

(A1)		 There are a number of challenges a farmer in India faces. Discuss with 

your friend, how it is possible to improve the condition of farmers.

Sr.No. Challenges Solutions

1. Water Scarcity Rainwater harvesting

2. Credit and Indebtedness 

3. Land Issues

4. Climatic changes

5. Social groups

6. Lack of advanced 
technology

7. Diversification

8. Market risks

(A2)		 The poet has observed the sower closely. Express in your own words the 
reverence the poet has for the sower.

(A3)		 The poet is prompted to call the sower an ‘august personality’, which 
means one who has reached the highest position in his workplace. 

Explain this using the following points.

• Hard work • Perseverance • Dedication

(A4)	 (i)	 Pick out the examples of alliteration from the poem and write them down.

(ii) 'Seems to touch the starry skies'. The poet has used word imagery. Describe
the idea and pick out other similar examples from the poem.

(A5)	 (i)	 Write an appreciation of the poem considering the following points:

•	 About the poem / poet / title

• Theme

• Poetic devices, language, style

•	 Special features / novelties / focussing elements

• Values, message

• Your opinion about the poem

(ii) Write a summary of the poem using the following points:

• Title

• Introductory paragraph (about the poem, type, nature, tone)
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• Main body (the central idea, gist of the poem)

• Conclusion (opinion, views, appeal)

(iii) Compose a poem on a farmer in 4 to 6 lines in continuation of the
following.

He sweats

He does not fret

He sows

To the soil he bows

(A6)		 Imagine that you are a farmer from a drought-prone area. Write a letter
to a newspaper editor, discuss the problems and suggest possible solutions.

(A7)		 Agriculture is the principal occupation in Maharashtra and it has many
career opportunities.

(a) Agriculture Correspondent (b) Marketing Communications
Manager

(c) Agricultural Policy Analyst (d) Farm Management

(e) Soil Conservationist (f) Scientist- Krishi Vigyan Kendra

(g) Machine Design Engineer (h) Zoologist

(i) Veterinarian (j) Food Microbiologist

(k) Horticulturist (l) Agricultural Economics

Write in brief about the various career opportunities given above. You can 
collect the information from the following universities. 		

1. Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur

2. Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Pune

3. Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth, Akola

(A8)	 Project:

Visit your college library or use the web and collect information on ‘Green 
Revolution’ and ‘White Revolution’ in our country.

***
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(A1)		 For preparing questions based on the poem, an overall understanding of 
the poem is a must. Discuss with your partner and prepare a set of five 
questions.

For example: 

a. What is the name of the bridge?

		 b.	

		 c.	

		 d.	

		 e.	

		 f.	

(A2)	 (i)	 Choose the correct alternative for the given lines. Focus on the inference 
of the poet.

(a)	 ‘Earth has not anything to show more fair:’

The line means-

(1) The poet thinks that the place was not so good.

(2) The poet thinks that there is another place which is more beautiful
than this.

(3) The poet thinks that there is no place on the earth which is as beautiful
as this one.

(b) ‘Dull would he be of soul who could pass by’.

The line means-

(1) One can walk over the bridge and ignore the surrounding beauty.

(2) One can halt at the place to enjoy the beauty.

(3) Anyone with an appreciative mind would not be able to ignore the
beauty.

(ii) ‘Earth has not anything to show more fair.’

This line expresses the poet’s feelings. The sight he saw from the bridge
is beautiful. There are a few more lines similar to the above. With the
help of your partner find them and discuss what they express.

(iii) The poem creates a delightful picture of the city, rich in its natural beauty.
Work in pairs, groups and pick out the lines from the poem which give
the pictorial effect to the poem. Write it in your own words.
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(A3) Find out the words and phrases which describe the following. One is done 
for you.

sight touching in its majesty 

air

river

house

morning

sun

(A4)		 Read the line :

(i) ‘The city now, doth, like a garment wear’.

The poet imagines that the city is wearing a beautiful garment. Hence, the
figure of speech is personification. Find out more examples of personification
from the poem.

(ii) ‘Dull would he be of soul who could pass by.’

This line of the poem can be rewritten as:

'He would be of dull soul.'

The figure of speech  is known as ‘Inversion’.

Find out one more example of Inversion from the poem.

(iii) The poem is a Petrarchan Sonnet. The poem is divided into two parts-

(a)	 An Octave

The first part comprising eight lines.

(b)	 A sestet

The second part comprising six lines.

Read the first four lines of the poem. The rhyme scheme is a b b a. Read 
the rhyme scheme for next four lines. It is a b b a. Now read the first 
three lines of the sestet and note the rhyme scheme. It is c d c. The rhyme 
scheme of the last three lines is d c d. This is the common design of a 
Petrarchan Sonnet. 
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This is a Petrarchan Sonnet. Complete the given table by giving examples 
from the poem.

Features Examples / Lines

Objects used

Praise/blames

Metaphor

Simile

Personification

Number of lines

Rhyme scheme

(iv) The pride of any city is its skyline.

Write 5 lines about the place where you live and what makes you
feel proud about it.

(A5) (i)	 There is a common belief that cities have always flourished only after 
human intrusion over nature. Write a speech expressing your opinion about 
it.

(ii) Compose a poem on an imaginary village. Try to maintain the rhyme
scheme in the poem. You may begin like this….

Settled on the bank of a river

Like a queen.

Is my beautiful village

Full of bushes green.

(iii) Write an appreciation of the sonnet. Refer to the earlier poems for the
points to be covered for appreciation.
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(iv) Write a summary of the sonnet. Refer to the earlier poems for the points
to be covered for writing the summary.

(v) While building a bridge, a group of people come together. They are
architects, designers, engineers, officers, masons, politicians, building
material suppliers, carpenters, etc. Write about the qualifications of
these people. Choose any career from the list above and complete the
table.

Your choice of career/ careers Skill/Qualifications

(A6)	 Project

Given below are a few famous bridges in India. Find out more information 
about them and write in your notebook.

(a) The Howrah Bridge

(b) Laxman Zhula

(c) Pamban Bridge

(d) Worli Sea Link

***
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Expansion of Ideas

Expansion of idea is to elaborate an idea in a paragraph form. 

Paragraph : A paragraph is necessarily a series of connected sentences which 
develops one topic sentence.

Topic sentence : It is a subject / proposition/ statement expressed in a sentence. A 
good topic sentence is brief and encapsulates the central theme.

Ideally it is written in three parts - (1) Introductory paragraph  (2) Core content   
(3) Concluding paragraph.

(Note : Topic sentence can never be removed from a paragraph.)

Introductory paragraph

A good paragraph is always associated with a topic sentence either at the beginning, 
in the middle or at the end. The symbolism or the idea should be clearly understood. 
The literal/symbolic/metaphorical meaning needs to be given. To expand an idea the 
focus should be on words and expression of thoughts to put forth the hidden meaning 
or deeper thought behind the given idea. In short, the given idea needs to be well 
evaluated  and interpreted accordingly.

Core Content

While elaborating various aspects of the idea, remember that the following points 
need to be taken into consideration :

• Explore perspectives, give instances and anecdotes, experiences or even personal
experiences.

• There should be unity, and clarity of thoughts.

• Maintain coherence and a logical link between two distinct points between the
sentences. For this, discourse markers, conjunctions and conjunctive phrases can be used. 
Each paragraph or point should support the central idea, but ‘proportion of space’ should 
be kept in mind. 

(Proportion of space : more important ideas – more space; less important idea, less 
space). 

• Proportion of emphasis is an important aspect. It simply means keeping the
principal subject in place of prominence throughout the paragraph. 

• Avoid too many ideas.

• Remember that this is the most creative part to demonstrate your language skills.

Conclusion

At the end we need to sum up suitably with strong and relevant point.

• Use of proverbs is appropriate at the end with a similar meaning sentence given
in the topic sentence. 

e.g. (1) The given one is- ‘Tit for tat’ you may sum up using another similar one

‘Reap as you sow.’
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Keypoints for Expansion of Ideas

• As an example, let’s take the concept, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”

(i) Key Point : We should love others, as we love ourselves.

(ii) Literal Meaning: To find pleasure in others’ virtues. To “love” means to
overlook the faults, and appreciate the virtues in others and to forgive others
as we forgive ourselves.

(iii) Explanation of the different aspects of the topic sentence.

(a) We should love human beings because all human beings are images of
God.

(b) Love is the fundamental essence of all joys, goodness and pleasure.

(c) Love ensures peace and harmony.

(d) Love creates bonding.

(e) Loving someone is protecting them from harm, fighting for their rights
and working against injustice.

(iv) Conclusion: If everyone practiced “Love your neighbor,” the world would
operate with a far greater degree of patience, tolerance, understanding,
communication, appreciation, unity, etc. This one principle would transform
human history! When we love each other, take pleasure in each others'
achievements and work together, we are able to achieve harmony and
peace, sustaining the universe.

One more is done for you.

Travel Broadens the Mind

Travelling is the best form of education, as learning from the environment is more 
effective. If you live all your life in the same place, you are like the proverbial frog 
in a well. You become narrow-minded. You do not know what the world outside is 
truly like. There is no doubt that travelling broadens the mind and enlivens the spirit.

Apart from viewing of natural and historical sights, travelling enables a person to 
meet different people and study their customs, modes of dressing, culture and languages 
at close quarters. Meeting different people makes a person broad-minded and tolerant. 

Travelling brings people closer and broadens one's outlook. It removes prejudices 
and helps a person to become a citizen of the world in the true sense. Therefore, never 
lose any opportunity to travel. It will be an experience well worth the time and money 
spent on it. The world is a book and he who stays at home reads only one page.

Discourse Markers

The phrase ‘Discourse Markers' reveals its own meaning. ‘Discourse’ means 
conversation, narration, exchange. Words that connect, mark, give direction to the 
communication are Discourse Markers. 

Definition : Discourse markers are words or phrases like ‘anyway’, ‘right’, ‘okay’, 
‘as I say’, ‘to begin with’, ‘used to connect’, organise and manage what we say or 
write, to express attitude. 
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Blog Writing

Do you know what blogs are? In the beginning, a blog is a write-up that people 
share online, and it dates back to 1994. In this online journal, you could talk about 
your daily life or share things you do. However, people got an opportunity to 
communicate information in a new way. So began the beautiful world of blogging.

	 What is a Blog?

A blog (shortening of “weblog”) is an online journal or informational website 
displaying information in the reverse chronological order, with latest posts appearing 
first. It is a platform where a writer or even a group of writers share their views on 
an individual subject. Each entry is called a post.

	 Blog structure

The appearance of blogs changed over the course of time. Most blogs include some 
standard features and structure. Here are some common features that a typical blog will 
include:  

	 •	 Header with the menu or navigation bar

	 •	 Main content area with highlighted or latest blog posts

	 •	 Sidebar with social profiles, favourite content, or call-to-action

	 •	 Footer with relevant links like a disclaimer, privacy policy, contact page, etc.    

Here's a list of reasons why people blog and how blogging can benefit your personal 
or professional life.

	 •	 Express yourself and share your passions.

	 •	 Make a difference.

	 •	 Share interesting information.

	 •	 Refine your writing skills.

	 •	 Learn how to make money online.

	 •	 Build your professional network.

	 •	 Earn more media exposure.

Importance of Blogs

1. Blogs refine your thoughts.

2. Blogs reward the creator.

3. Blogs increase knowledge.

4. Blogs connect us to our people.

5. Blogs give introverts a voice.

6. Blogs reward the “new age” publishers.

7. Blogs accelerate discovery.

8. Blogs open up a world without borders.
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		 We have learnt how to compose E-mails. In the present age, applications for 
jobs are expected to be sent through E-mails. For such purposes preparing a Bio-data/ 
CV/ Resume is required.

Bio-Data / CV / Resume

	 Resume

	 Resume is a French word meaning “summary”. A resume is ideally a summary 
of one’s education, skills and employment when applying for a new job. A resume does 
not list all details of a profile, but only some specific skills customized to the target 
job profile. It thus, is usually 1 or at the most 2 pages long. A resume is usually written 
in the third person to give it an objective and formal tone.

C.V. – Curriculum Vitae

Curriculum Vitae is a Latin word meaning “course of life”. It is more detailed than 
a resume, generally 2 to 3 pages, or even longer as per the requirement. A C.V. lists  
every skill, all the jobs and positions held, degrees, professional affiliations the applicant 
has acquired, and in chronological order. A C.V. is used to highlight the general talent 
of the candidate rather than specific skills for a specific position.

Bio-data

Bio-data is the short form for Biographical Data and is an archaic terminology for 
Resume or C.V. In a bio-data, the focus is on personal particulars like date of birth, 
gender, religion, race, nationality, residence, marital status, and the like. A chronological 
listing of education and experience comes after that.

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDBRAINSTORMING

(A1)		 Write an email to your friend who has not contacted you for a long time. 
Use the hints/language support from the text to compose your email. 

(A2)	 (i)	 Browse through the net and find out various types of emails and their 
formats.

(ii) Create your email account on any one of the email service providers
(gmail, yahoo, rediff) and send at least 3/4 emails to your contacts.

(A3)		 Given below is a list of words used to develop a CV or a Resume. Prepare
a CV/Resume of your own.

• 		Personal Information

Name Address

Telephone / E-mail Date of birth

Nationality Marital status 
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J. Krishnamurti is regarded as one of the greatest
philosophical and spiritual figures of the twentieth century. He 
claimed no allegiance to any caste, nationality, religion or 
tradition. His purpose was to set human kind free from the 
destructive limitations of the humanmind. He focused on the 
very nature and quality of human life. He highlighted the 
importance of critical awareness of the inner and the outer 
world through his writings and speeches.

This interview is an extract from the talks and discussions held by J. Krishnamurti 
with students of Rishi Valley schools. He communicates his idea of education as an 
instrument of the transformation of the human mind.

Interview

Student: The world is full of callous people, indifferent people, cruel people, 
and how can you change those people?

Krishnamurti: The world is full of callous people, indifferent people, cruel 
people, and how can you change those people? Is that it? Why do you bother 
about changing others? Change yourself. Otherwise as you grow up you will also 
become callous. You will also become indifferent. You will also become cruel. 
The past generation is vanishing, it is going and you are coming, and if you 
also prove callous, indifferent, cruel, you will also build the same society. What 
matters is that you change; that you are not callous; that you are not indifferent. 
When you say all this is the business of the older generation, have you seen 
them, have you watched them, have you felt for them? If you have, you will do 
something. Change yourself and test it by action. Such action is one of the most 
extraordinary things. But we want to change everybody except ourselves, which 
means, really, we do not want to change, we want others to change and so we 
remain callous, indifferent, cruel, hoping the environment will change so that we 
can continue in our own way. You understand what I am talking about?

Student: You ask us to change, what do we change into?

Krishnamurti: You ask us to change, what is it we change into? You cannot 
change into a monkey, probably you would like to, but you cannot. Now when 
you say, “I want to change into something”—listen to this carefully—if you say 
to yourself, “I must change, I must change myself into something”, the “into 
something” is a pattern which you have created, haven’t you? Do you see that? 
Look, you are violent or greedy and you want to change yourself into a person 
who is not greedy? Not wanting to be greedy is another form of greed, isn’t it? 
Do you see that? But if you say, “I am greedy, I will find out what it means, 
why I am greedy, what is involved in it”, then, when you understand greed, you 
will be free of greed. Do you understand what I am talking about?
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meditation is, let us learn about it. To learn about meditation, you have to see 
how your mind is working. You have to watch, as you watch a lizard going by, 
walking across the wall. You see all its four feet, how it sticks to the wall, and 
as you watch, you see all the movements. In the same way, watch your thinking. 
Do not correct it. Do not suppress it. Do not say, “All this is too difficult”. Just 
watch, now, this morning. 

First of all sit absolutely still. Sit comfortably, cross your legs, sit absolutely 
still, close your eyes, and see if you can keep your eyes from moving. You 
understand? Your eyeballs are apt to move, keep them completely quiet, for fun. 
Then, as you sit very quietly, find out what your thought is doing. Watch it as 
you watched the lizard. Watch thought, the way it runs, one thought after another. 
So you begin to learn, to observe.

Are you watching your thoughts—how one thought pursues another thought, 
thought saying, “This is a good thought, this is a bad thought?” When you go 
to bed at night, and when you walk, watch your thought. Just watch thought, do 
not correct it, and then you will learn the beginning of meditation. Now sit very 
quietly. Shut your eyes and see that the eyeballs do not move at all. Then watch 
your thoughts so that you learn. Once you begin to learn there is no end to 
learning.

BRAINSTORMING

(A1)	 (i)	 Complete the following statements with the help of the text.

To learn about meditation, you have to see 

Watch your thinking. Do not  Do not 

Begin to learn  Just watch thought. Do not 

(ii) Identify the incorrect statements from the following and correct them.

(a) One wants others to change.

(b) One can get rid of being ordinary.

(c) Understanding the nature of greed does not ensure freedom from greed.

(d) Learning is a finite process.

(A2)	 (i)	 Is an educated person the same as a degree-holder?

Make a list of the behaviours in educated people that you find unacceptable:

		 (a) 	 (b) 

		 (c) 	 (d) 



115

(ii) Suggest what you would do in the following situations:

(a) Your very close friend has been using a fake social media account to play
pranks on others and is not ready to stop in spite of several attempts by
you.

(b) You are going through a crisis that is making you short-tempered and
impatient, due to which you end up causing harm to your family and
friends. They have started complaining about it quite often.

(c) One particular friend of yours is always late for college, social functions,
movies etc. and delays everyone.

(d) You realise that you no longer want to pursue your studies in the stream
you have selected.

(A3)	 (i)	 Consult the thesaurus and note down synonyms for 'ordinary'.

(a) One synonym of ordinary is banal.

Eg. He finds English poetry very banal.

(b) Similarly find the meaning and make use of the words trite, routine,
cliched and regular in your own sentences.

(ii) Complete the table. One is done for you.

The World around you What we should aim to be

1. Callous Caring for people, environment, life

2. Violent

3. Greedy

4. Corrupt

(iii) Note down ways in which you can make your life less ordinary in terms
of…

(a) utilisation of time

(b) pursuing goals other than material goals

(c) nurturing relationships

(d) being a better human being

(A4)	 (i)	 Place the given areas of questioning from the list in the appropriate 
columns.

• future plans

• inspiration

• overcoming hurdles/ struggle

• coach/ mentor/ guide/ teacher

• message for the youngsters
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• family support

• alternate career choice

• first or maiden award/ achievement /success /setbacks

• turning point in life/ success formula/technique

Section of the interview       Aspects to be covered

1. Introduction Welcoming/Greeting, Introduction of 
the guest/Occasion

2. Opening questions

3. Main body

4. Concluding questions

5. Summing up Concluding statement, Expressing 
gratitude

• You can add your points.

(ii) ‘Once you begin to learn there is no end to learning’. Write your veiws
on this statement.

(iii) You are a class representative and you are assigned by the Principal of
your college, the tack to conduct an interview of a leading personality in
a particular field. You have to conduct the interview with the help of the
points in the table provided above. Write the interview.

(A5) (i)	 Form groups and discuss the following statements, in the context of the 
extract.

‘If he is indeed wise, he does not bid you to enter the house of his wisdom, 
but rather leads you to the threshold of your own mind’. - Kahlil Gibran

(ii) ‘Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever.’
Mahatma Gandhi

Collect some more quotes on education by famous thinkers.

(A6)	 Project:

Read and prepare a small presentation in about 100 to 150 words on the 
ideas of any two philosophers given below. 

• Sant Dnyaneshwar

• Guatam Buddha

• Aurobindo Ghosh

• Kahlil Gibran

• Socrates
***
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Steps to write a film review

Step I - Before watching the movie make a study of-

(a) the relevance of the title.

(b) the year of release.

(c) the names of script writer, producer, director, characters.

(d) the genre (type of film).

Step II - While watching the movie-

(a) watch the movie attentively (as many times as required).

(b) take notes about major and minor events/scenes, acting, cinematography,
locations, plot, characters, moral, music, direction, set-designs, background
music, sound and recording quality, message etc.

Step III - After watching the movie-

(a) choose an appropriate format for review writing.

(b) organise the sequence of the events commented on according to their
importance.

(c) make use of proper language and vocabulary.

(d) do the actual writing of the report/ typing/editing/ proof-reading/re-editing.
Final presentation.

BRAINSTORMING

(A1)	 (i)	 Every movie is worth critiquing. Describe in detail each point related with 
the film review with the help of the following web.

Film
Review

Plot analysis Characterization Cinematography

Music and Sound

DirectionActingScript Writer

The Genre
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The person who comperes a show, introduces the programme and the participants, 
is called the master of ceremonies, abbreviated as MC or emcee, or the Compere, anchor, 
announcer, and microphone controller. He is a mediator, announcer and coordinator of 
the event. ‘The Master of Ceremonies’ is an apt description of the anchor as he/she is 
the formal host and the felicitator of the event. There can be a wide range of events - 
right from highly formal ones like seminars or conferences to informal ones like annual 
gatherings, freshers’ parties or weddings. 

The role of an emcee is to warm of the crowd and give them an idea about the 
programme ahead. He/She is there to glorify the performance of all the performers with 
his/her appropriate, positive comments and appreciation, and hence it is his unsaid job, to 
ensure enthusiasm among the viewers with active response in the form of an applause. 
He has to make sure that there are smooth transitions between different segments of the 
programme. In fact, he has to master the skill of stringing/weaving the whole event in 
one artistic thread. At the same time, should there be any hiccups, the emcee still has 
to ensure the smooth movement of the programme.

Ultimately his/her presence on the stage should exhibit spontaneity, originality and 
genuineness. The words of the speaker should choreograph his/her body language to 
carry him/her through the programme with ease, grace, elegance and confidence.

Now that we have ascertained what the role of an emcee is, here are some 
insights: 

1. Practise Practise Practise (better in front of the mirror)

2. Be well prepared and word perfect to innovate or add spontaneous expressions
confidently on stage.

3. Develop a ‘script’.

4. Dress up appropriately for the event.

5. Remember that you are not the star of the show but introduce yourself.

6. Breathe steadily and deeply.

7. Address the audience with a smile, suitable expressions, voice modulations
and maintain eye contact.

8. Bring pace to your delivery.

9. Control the timing of the proceedings.

10. Apologize, should there be a major flaw, mistake or mishap.

Prerequisites of Compering

(i) Compering requires language fluency, clarity of thoughts and confidence.

(ii) A basic understanding of the nature and tone of the event is a must.

(iii) A simple but dignified style with words that come from the heart.

The Art of Compering
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(A1)		  Imagine that you wish to organize a cultural event in your college. Prepare 
your own web-chart to indicate the qualities/essentials that you expect to 
have in a compere.

Good communication skills

Knowledge of the subject

Proper attire

Qualities/Essentials 
of a compere for a 

cultural event

(A2)	 (i)	 Imagine that you are a compere of a ‘Prize Distribution Ceremony’ of 
your college. Write a script of the same.

		  You can take help of the following points.

		  1.	 Introduction – A brief introduction to the programme / function / show

		  2.	 Welcome speech – Welcome of all guests. 

			   Felicitation – felicitation of the guests (the Principal, Vice Principal etc.)

		  3.	 Lighting the lamp

		  4.	 Welcome song

		  5.	 Main events

		  6.	 Vote of thanks  

	 (ii)	 Mass media events often need comperes. Find out the area or sector in which 
a compere is a must. Write about the special skills needed to take up 
compering as a career and give some clues about how to acquire these skills.

(A3)	 Project

		  Make a list of functions/events/programmes/activities organized in your 
junior college. Choose three events and plan a programme schedule of 
your own. Prepare a script as well to show the associating role of the 
compere for a particular event. Make your own sequence and design a 
template for the same.

***
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The Elements of Drama:

The elements of drama are- 

1. plot

2. characterization

3. dialogue

4. settings

5. stage directions

6. conflict

7. theme

The four closely related areas of focus are- 

1. The focus of the scene

2. The focus of the audience

3. The focus of the character

4. The focus of the actor

Objectives:

After studying this unit you will be able to :

• understand and identify drama as a genre of literature

• learn the definition of drama

• explain the difference between drama and other forms of literature

• explain the basic elements of drama

• understand the types of drama

Types of Drama:

• Tragedy • Comedy • Tragic Comedy

(i) Romantic Comedy

(ii) Sentimental Comedy

(iii) Classical Comedy

(iv) Comedy of Humour

(v) Comedy of Manners
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A Short History of Drama

(I) Introduction to English drama (Theatre) : Drama has its origins in folk
theatre. We therefore cannot consider drama merely as a part of literature.
Words are the medium of literature as an art but drama is a multiple art
using words, scenic effects, music,  gestures of the actors and the organising
talents of a producer. The dramatist must have players, a stage and an
audience.

		 The beginnings of drama in England are obscure. There is evidence 
to believe that when the Romans were in England they established vast 
amphitheatres for the production of plays but when the Romans departed 
their theatre departed with them. Then there were minstrels. People enjoyed 
their performances. Gradually by the 10th century the ritual of the plays that 
itself had something dramatic in it, got extended into the rudiments of a play. 
Between the 13th and the 14th century drama started having themes which 
were separated from religion. The words themselves were spoken in English, 
a longer dramatic script came into use, and they were called Miracle plays. 
Later, these religious dramas were the Morality plays in which characters 
were abstract vices and virtues. These were allegories. 

(II) Elizabethan and Restoration drama (Theatre) : These Secular Morality
plays have direct links with Elizabethan plays. The Renaissance imposed a
learned tradition, classical in depth with themes of education, general moral
problems and secular politics. The plays had nothing to do with religion.
There were examples of both, comedy and tragedy. Thomas Kyd, Christopher
Marlowe and William Shakespeare are the prime dramatists of this era. It
was Kyd who discovered how easily blank verse might be converted into a
useful theatrical medium which Shakespeare used brilliantly in all his plays.
Tragedy developed in the hands of Kyd and Marlowe. Comedy had also
proceeded beyond rustic humour. But by the nineties of the 16th century, the
theatre in England was fully established but complicated conditions governed
the activities of the dramatist.

		 The public theatre of the 16th century differed in many important ways 
from the modern theatre. It was open to sky, without artificial lighting, 
the stage was a raised platform with the recess at the back supported by 
pillars. There was no curtain and the main platform could be surrounded on 
three sides by the audience. Around the theatre there were galleries. In the 
17th century the enclosed theatre gained importance. There was increasing 
attention to scenic device as theatre became private.

		 Shakespearean era came into existence in the 16th century to the public 
theatre. He wrote for the contemporary theatre, manipulating the Elizabethan 
stage with great resource and invention. But the genius of Shakespeare should 
not allow the rest of the drama of his age to be obscured. Contemporary 
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was deeply influenced and affected by Ibsen’s innovative contributions and 
experimentation. He was the most brilliant playwrights of his times. He alone 
had understood the greatness of Ibsen and he was determined that his own 
plays should also be a vehicle for ideas. The responsibility of elevation of 
the English drama to the brilliance of the Norwegian, fell with Oscar Wilde 
and G. B. Shaw in the late 19th and early 20th century.

		  The 20th century showed a talent in the drama with which the 19th 
century could not compete. H. Granville Barker, John Galsworthy, St. John 
Ervine were some of the playwrights who explored contemporary problems. 
St. John Ervine had been associated with a group of Irish dramatists whose 
work was normally produced in the Abbey theatre in Dublin. Much that is 
best in the modern drama in English developed from this movement. One of 
its originators was Lady Gregory with W. B. Yeats and J. M. Synge. They 
were the most important dramatists of this Irish revival who used a sense 
of tragic irony, a violent species of humour and a rich and highly flavoured 
language.

		  T.S. Eliot experimented with Greek tragedy in the early forties of the 
20th century. Other dramatists of the modern era, John Osborne, wrote on 
people who grew up after the Second World War. Kingsley Amis wrote 
about frustrated, anti-establishment young people. Osborne’s Look Back in 
Anger brought a new vitality to the theatre scene. It was more a cultural 
phenomenon than the work of literature. Other important playwrights of the 
modern era include Anton Chekhov, Bertolt Brecht, Eugene O’Neill, Arthur 
Miller, Tennessee Williams, Eugène Ionesco, Samuel Beckett and Harold 
Pinter.

(IV) Indian drama (Theatre) :

	 Earliest seeds of modern Indian Drama can be found in the Sanskrit Drama 
from the first century A.D. Mahabhasya by Patanjali provides a feasible date 
for the beginning of theatre in India. The major source of evidence is ‘A 
Treatise on Theatre’ (NatyaShastra) by Bharat Muni is the most complete 
work of dramatology in the ancient world. It gives mythological account of 
the origin of theatre. Modern Indian drama, however, has influences from 
all over the world, as well as Sanskrit and Urdu traditions.
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Policeman B	 :	 Will we put up a notice here on the barrel? (No answer.)

Sergeant	 :	 There’s a flight of steps here that leads to the water. This is a 
place that should be minded well. If he got down here, his friends 
might have a boat to meet him; they might send it in here from 
outside.

Policeman B	 :	 Would the barrel be a good place to put a notice up?

Sergeant	 :	 It might; you can put it there.

		 (They paste the notice up.)

Sergeant	 :	 (Reading it.) Dark hair—dark eyes, smooth face, height five feet 
five—there’s not much to take hold of in that—It’s a pity I had 
no chance of seeing him before he broke out of gaol. They say 
he’s a wonder, that it’s he makes all the plans for the whole 
organization. There isn’t another man in Ireland would have 
broken gaol the way he did. He must have some friends among 
the gaolers.

Policeman B	 :	 A hundred pounds is little enough for the Government to offer 
for him. You may be sure any man in the force that takes him 
will get promotion.

Sergeant	 :	 I’ll mind this place myself. I wouldn’t wonder at all if he came 
this way. He might come slipping along there (points to side of 
quay), and his friends might be waiting for him there (points 
down steps), and once he got away it’s little chance we’d have 
of finding him; it’s maybe under a load of kelp he’d be in a 
fishing boat, and not one to help a married man that wants it 
to the reward.

Policeman X	 : And if we get him itself, nothing but abuse on our heads for it 
from the people, and maybe from our own relations.

Sergeant	 :	 Well, we have to do our duty in the force. Haven’t we the whole 
country depending on us to keep law and order? It’s those that 
are down would be up and those that are up would be down, if 
it wasn’t for us. Well, hurry on, you have plenty of other places 
to placard yet, and come back here then to me. You can take 
the lantern. Don’t be too long now. It’s very lonesome here with 
nothing but the moon.

gaol : jail 

kelp : a large brown seaweed that typically has long, tough stalk

lonesome : lonely, without any company
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Sergeant	 : That was one of them.

Man	 : And maybe the man you are watching for to-night used to be 
sitting on the wall, when he was young, and singing those same 
songs.... It’s a queer world....

Sergeant	 : Whisht!... I think I see something coming.... It’s only a dog.

Man	 : And isn’t it a queer world?... Maybe it’s one of the boys you 
used to be singing with that time you will be arresting to-day 
or tomorrow, and sending into the dock....

Sergeant	 : That’s true indeed.

Man	 : And maybe one night, after you had been singing, if the other 
boys had told you some plan they had, some plan to free the 
country, you might have joined with them ... and maybe it is 
you might be in trouble now.

Sergeant	 : Well, who knows but I might? I had a great spirit in those days.

Man	 : It’s a queer world, Sergeant, and it’s little any mother knows 
when she sees her child creeping on the floor what might happen 
to it before it has gone through its life, or who will be who in 
the end.

Sergeant	 : That’s a queer thought now, and a true thought. Wait now till 
I think it out.... If it wasn’t for the sense I have, and for my 
wife and family, and for me joining the force the time I did, it 
might be myself now would be after breaking gaol and hiding 
in the dark, and it might be him that’s hiding in the dark and 
that got out of gaol would be sitting up where I am on this 
barrel.... And it might be myself would be creeping up trying to 
make my escape from himself, and it might be himself would 
be keeping the law, and myself would be breaking it, and myself 
would be trying maybe to put a bullet in his head, or to take 
up a lump of a stone the way you said he did ... no, that myself 
did.... Oh! (Gasps. After a pause.) What’s that? (Grasps man’s 
arm.)

Man	 : (Jumps off barrel and listens, looking out over water.) It’s nothing, 
Sergeant.

There is a reference to a criminal. Find sentences in the context and 

write them.
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Sergeant	 : I thought it might be a boat. I had a notion there might be 
friends of his coming about the quays with a boat.

Man	 : Sergeant, I am thinking it was with the people you were, and 
not with the law you were, when you were a young man.

Sergeant	 : Well, if I was foolish then, that time’s gone.

Man	 : Maybe, Sergeant, it comes into your head sometimes, in spite of 
your belt and your tunic, that it might have been as well for 
you to have followed Granuaile.

Sergeant	 : It’s no business of yours what I think.

Man	 : Maybe, Sergeant, you’ll be on the side of the country yet.

Sergeant	 : (Gets off barrel.) Don’t talk to me like that. I have my duties 
and I know them. (Looks round.) That was a boat; I hear the 
oars.

		  (Goes to the steps and looks down.)

Man	 : (Sings)—

		  O, then, tell me, Shawn O’Farrell,

		  Where the gathering is to be.

		  In the old spot by the river

		  Right well known to you and me!

Sergeant	 : Stop that! Stop that, I tell you!

Man	 : (Sings louder)—

		  One word more, for signal token,

		  Whistle up the marching tune,

		  With your pike upon your shoulder,

		  At the Rising of the Moon.

Sergeant	 :	 If you don’t stop that, I’ll arrest you.

		  (A whistle from below answers, repeating the air.)

Sergeant	 : That’s a signal. (Stands between him and steps.) You must not 
pass this way.... Step farther back.... Who are you? You are no 
ballad-singer.

tunic :	 a loose garment.

pike :	 an infantry weapon with a pointed steel or iron head on a 
long wooden shaft. 
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Man	 : You needn’t ask who I am; that placard will tell you. (Points to 
placard.)

Sergeant	 : You are the man I am looking for.

Man : (Takes off hat and wig. Sergeant seizes them.) I am. There’s a 
hundred pounds on my head. There is a friend of mine below 
in a boat. He knows a safe place to bring me to.

Sergeant	 : (Looking still at hat and wig.) It’s a pity! It’s a pity. You deceived 
me. You deceived me well.

Man	 : I am a friend of Granuaile. There is a hundred pounds on my 
head.

Sergeant	 : It’s a pity, it’s a pity!

Man : Will you let me pass, or must I make you let me?

Sergeant	 : I am in the force. I will not let you pass.

Man : I thought to do it with my tongue. (Puts hand in breast.) What 
is that?

(Voice of Policeman X outside:) Here, this is where we left him.

Sergeant	 : It’s my comrades coming.

Man : You won’t betray me ... the friend of Granuaile. (Slips behind 
barrel.)

		 (Voice of Policeman B:) That was the last of the placards.

Policeman X	 : (As they come in.) If he makes his escape it won’t be unknown 
he’ll make it.

(Sergeant puts hat and wig behind his back.)

Policeman B	 : Did any one come this way?

Sergeant	 : (After a pause.) No one.

Policeman B	 : No one at all?

Sergeant	 : No one at all.

Policeman B	 : We had no orders to go back to the station; we can stop along 
with you.

Sergeant	 : I don’t want you. There is nothing for you to do here.

The Sergeant’s reaction surprises the audience. Write your opinion.
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Policeman B	 : You bade us to come back here and keep watch with you.

Sergeant	 : I’d sooner be alone. Would any man come this way and you 
making all that talk? It is better the place to be quiet.

Policeman B	 :	 Well, we’ll leave you the lantern anyhow. (Hands it to him.)

Sergeant	 :	 I don’t want it. Bring it with you.

Policeman B	 :	 You might want it. There are clouds coming up and you have 
the darkness of the night before you yet. I’ll leave it over here 
on the barrel. (Goes to barrel.)

Sergeant	 : Bring it with you I tell you. No more talk.

Policeman B	 : Well, I thought it might be a comfort to you. I often think when 
I have it in my hand and can be flashing it about into every 
dark corner (doing so) that it’s the same as being beside the fire 
at home, and the bits of bogwood blazing up now and again.

		  (Flashes it about, now on the barrel, now on Sergeant.)

Sergeant	 : (Furious.) Be off the two of you, yourselves and your lantern!

		  (They go out. Man comes from behind barrel. He and Sergeant 
stand looking at one another.)

Sergeant	 : What are you waiting for?

Man	 : For my hat, of course, and my wig. You wouldn’t wish me to 
get my death of cold?

		  (Sergeant gives them.)

Man	 :	 (Going towards steps.) Well, good-night, comrade, and thank you. 
You did me a good turn to-night, and I’m obliged to you. Maybe 
I’ll be able to do as much for you when the small rise up and 
the big fall down ... when we all change places at the Rising 
(waves his hand and disappears) of the Moon.

Sergeant	 :	 (Turning his back to audience and reading placard.) A hundred 
pounds reward! A hundred pounds! (Turns towards audience.) I 
wonder, now, am I as great a fool as I think I am?

(Curtain)

The Sergeant supports the man by misguiding his comrades. Write your 
views.

Write your opinion about the man and the Sergeant.
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DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDBRAINSTORMING

(A1)		 There are some dialogues which are short, but quite effective. They 
give us enjoyment and add beauty to the main story. Find some 
more from the text.

Effective
dialogues

You’d be as wise 
as myself.

Back to the town is it?

It’s a pity we 
can’t stop you.

(A2) Theme

(i) Comment on the given statement after reading the given dialogue-

		  a.	 And if we get him itself, nothing but abuse on our heads for it from the 
people, and maybe from our own relations-

You may begin like this

We do not think about society at large 

b. It’s a pity some honest man not to be better of that

c. I wouldn’t be in your shoes if he reward me ten times as much. People
generally fall victim to incentives. Some people stick to values. They

d. But when I saw a man in trouble, I could never help trying to set him
out of it.

It’s human to help others. Here the statement tells us that

(ii) The priorities of the Sergeant are shifted. Complete the given table by
using the given clues.

Priorities of the Sergeant Priorities at the end of the play

in the begining patriotism
law and duty -
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(iii) Find sentences from the play related to the given points.

a. Loyalty in Irish Nationalism:

(1) May be Sergeant you’ll be on the side of the country yet.

			 (2) 

			 (3) 

			 (4) 

b. Tension between different loyalties

(1) It’s little we get but abuse from the people, and no choice but to obey
our orders.

			 (2) 

			 (3) 

			 (4) 

(A5) The description of the character is given below. Identify the character from 
the play. Find some sentences which support your choice.

(a) He is a brave but irresponsible person.

Ans- 	 The character is the Sergeant. 

He is brave - I don’t want it. Bring it with you, He is irresponsible 
Sergeant (after a pause) - no one.

(b) He is a major character. He dominates in the story.

(1)

(2)

(c) He is smart as well as brave.

(1)

(2)

(d) He is the centre of the play.

(1)

(2)

(e) He is obedient and simple.

(1)

(2)

***
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In the final scene the joyous lovers appear on the scene and Theseus decides it is 
time to plan the festivities and chooses to see hilarious play ‘Pyramus and Thisbe’ 
performed. At the end Oberon and Titania with their fairies and elves come to sing 
dance and bless the marriage. Thus the play ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ ends on a 
happy note. 

Synopsis of the Extract

Act III Scene ii : Another Part of the Wood- Oberon enters wondering 
what Titania saw first when she waked. Puck comes to report what has 
happened, and is praised by Oberon for his part in the affair of Titania and 
Bottom. But when Demetrius and Hermia appear and quarrel, Oberon realizes 
that Puck has anointed the wrong Athenian. Demetrius lies down to sleep and 
Hermia goes away, so Oberon sends Puck to find Helena and bring her, while 
he himself re-aoints the eyes of Demetrius so that he will fall in love with 
the right girl, but when Helena arrives she is accompanied by Lysander, still 
protesting his love, and she is yet more provoked when Demetrius awakes 
and declares he adores her. The cross-purposes are worsened when Hermia 
comes on the scene: Lysander and Demetrius both loving Helena; she now 
believing neither; Lysander rudely shaking off his betrothed Hermia; Helena 
and Hermia quarrelling fiercely. The two young men go off to fight for Helena; 
the two young women continue their quarrel until Helena, saying ‘my legs 
are longer’, runs away. Oberon sends Puck to clear up the muddle and when 
all four of the bewildered mortals are again near one another and all asleep, 
he squeezes juice on Lysander’s eyes saying ‘When thou wak’st’, / Thou tak’st 
/ True delight / In the sight / Of thy former lady’s eye’.

THESEUS, Duke of Athens

EGEUS, father of Hermia

LYSANDER, in love with Hermia

DEMETRIUS, in love with Hermia

PHILOSTRATE, master of the revels 
to Theseus

QUINCE, a carpenter

SNUG, a joiner

BOTTOM, a weaver

FLUTE, a bellows-mender

SNOUT, a tinker

STARVELING, a tailor

HIPPOLYTA, queen of the Amazons, 
betrothed to Theseus

HERMIA, daughter to Egeus, in love with 
Lysander

HELENA, in love with Demetrius

OBERON, king of the fairies

TITANIA, queen of the fairies

PUCK, or Robin Goodfellow

PEASEBLOSSOM, fairy

COBWEB, fairy

MOTH, fairy

MUSTARDSEED, fairy

DRAMATIS PERSONAE
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Two of both kinds makes up four.

Here she comes, curst and sad:	

Cupid is a knavish lad,

Thus to make poor females mad.

Re-enter HERMIA.	

HERMIA	 :	 Never so weary, never so in woe;

		 Bedabbled with the dew, and torn with briers;

I can no further crawl, no further go;	

My legs can keep no pace with my desires.

Here will I rest me till the break of day.	

Heavens shield Lysander, if they mean a fray! 

		 (Lies down and sleeps.)

PUCK :	 On the ground	

Sleep sound:	

I’ll apply	

To your eye,	

Gentle lover, remedy. [Squeezing the juice on Lysander’s eyes.

When thou wakest,	

Thou takest

True delight

In the sight

Of thy former lady’s eye:

And the country proverb known,

That every man should take his own,

In your waking shall be shown:

Jack shall have Jill;

Nought shall go ill;

The man shall have his mare again, and all shall be well. 

		 (Exit.)

• curst (archaic word): to curse

• a knavish lad : a mischievous boy

• woe : great sorrow

• Bedabbled: sensuous

• briers: wild shrubs

• mare: an adult female horse
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NOTES
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